
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2022 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young 

 

GUESTS 

No guests 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:05 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it would be 
significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. Alex McHenry 
made the motion and Brian Minier seconded, a roll call vote was held, and all were in favor. The 
Board requested that David Young attend executive session.  
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, and Support 

Staff 

In: 6:05 p.m. 

Out: 7:04 p.m. 

No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 7:04 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree, Hiba Ali, 

Carter Higgins 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young, Delina Gilroy, Violet Nichols 

 
GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

6 guests 

 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. 

 

Comments and Questions from the Public 

There were none. 
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Announcements/Student Representative Report 

• Bridget Burkhardt and Hiba Ali introduced Carter Higgins recently selected as the new junior 

student representative to the school board.  

• School was closed on Monday, January 17 to observe MLK Day. 

• The outdoor rink at the high school is open daily until 10 p.m. 

• A vaccine clinic will be held tomorrow at FHT Middle School for SBSD students 12 and 

older, staff, and families. You can sign up for the clinic on the Vermont Department of Health 

website. 

• Friday, January 28 will be a late start at the high school and middle school and an early 

release at the elementary schools. 

• The FHT Middle School play, “Peter and the Star Catcher,“ was held last weekend and it 

was a big success. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Covid-19 Update 

David Young sent an update to all staff and board members this afternoon on where we are with 

Test to Stay (TTS). The district has been testing staff at the end of the day from 3-4:15 p.m., 

Monday-Thursday. He said we are still waiting for additional supplies before we stop the TTS 

program and distribute individual tests to students. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt asked what the schools are doing for families who have anxiety about 

sending children to school during Covid? David Young said families should reach out to their 

school principal, teachers, guidance counselor, or home/school clinicians. A discussion about 

attendance and excused absences followed. 

 

Vaccine Mandate 

David Young said the proposed new OSHA requirement to mandate vaccines for school 

employees beginning February 2022 was overturned. At this time, the district will not be 

collecting the vaccine status of employees.  

 

Impact Fee 

Jonathan Slason from RSG is conducting an impact fee study to look at the impact of enrollment 

increases on the district and how an impact fee might be collected to help offset some of the 

expenses associated with increased enrollment. He is in the data collection phase. Additional 

updates will be provided at the second meeting in February. 

 

Executive Director of Equity Hiring Update 

Violet Nichols said a steering committee has been formed and they are in the process of 

reviewing an outline of the selection process. The involvement of the school community is 

important to the success of this selection process and many opportunities for involvement  

will exist. 

 

Next Steps at the Elementary Schools to Deal with Urgent Enrollment 

Situation/Enrollment Committee Update 

David Young met with the Enrollment Committee last night. The committee has decided to 

purchase mobile office trailers for Orchard School and Rick Marcotte Central School to ease 
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overcrowding and open more space in the schools for students. For next school year the 

committee is looking at additional trailers through Efficiency Vermont. 

 

Brian Minier and Bridget Burkhardt are attending the meetings and provided an update on their 

individual subcommittee work. The committee is looking at short-term, mid-range, and long-term 

options.  

 

City/School Update 

David Young said he and Bridget Burkhardt met with the Helen Riehle and Jessie Baker last 

Friday. They talked about the possibility of a shared demographer between the city/school to 

assist with enrollment forecasts, climate change task force, the Charter Change Resolution, city 

and school budgets, Steering Committee, and a Covid-19 update. 

 

The city is establishing a Charter Change Committee Task Force and would like the district to 

appoint two school district representatives to the committee. 

 

Community Engagement 

Recent community engagement activities 

David Young has not held any additional community meetings since the last board meeting. 

 

Other Paper Articles 

The board discussed the next Other Paper article which would be due at the end of the month.  

Alex McHenry will write the January article about the District Ends and Laura Rowntree agreed 

to write the February article with Carter Higgins about enrollment. 

 

Budget Timeline and Communication Plan 

David Young discussed the budget timeline documents. David asked board members to let him 

know what community meetings on the list they would like to attend with him. Corey Burdick will 

make the appropriate changes to the budget timeline. 

 

Executive Limitations Policy Monitoring – 1.0 Global Ends 

Violet Nichols presented the Global Ends Monitoring Report. The report focused on District 

compliance for Global Ends monitoring including student achievement results; the connection 

between Global Ends policy, state statutes, and professional learning; and continuous 

improvement planning measures to continue to meet Global Ends compliance. 

 

The monitoring report will be brought back to the next meeting for consideration. The board 

thanked Violet for the detailed and informative presentation. 

 

Agenda Planning - Set agenda for February 2, 2022 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the February 2 meeting.  

 

Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 
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Consent Agenda 

Minutes of Meeting of January 5 and January 12, 2022 

The minutes were approved as amended. 

 

Approval of AP Order #24 and #25 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Orders #24 and #25.  

 

Leaves 

• Erin Needham, 1.0 FTE Technology Ed Teacher at FHTMS for 2022-2023 school year 

• Sarah Waterman, .80 FTE ELL Teacher at OS for 2022-2023 school year 

• Dzana Karabegovic, 1.0 FTE Special Education Teacher at SBHS for remainder of 

school year following maternity leave 

Retirements/Resignations 

• Lori Dow-Moore, 1.0 FTE World Languages Teacher at SBHS 

The consent agenda was approved by consensus. The board thanked Lori Dow-Moore for her 

many years of service to the district. 

 

AP Check to Howard Center for $126,413.35 

Alex McHenry made the motion to approve the AP Order check to the Howard Center in the 

amount of $126,413.35. Brian Minier seconded the motion. A roll call vote was held. Dr. Travia 

Childs abstained. The motion passed. 

 

Adjournment 

Alex McHenry made the motion to adjourn and Brian Minier seconded the motion. A roll call 

vote was held. Dr. Travia Childs abstained. The motion passed.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


